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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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Commissioner for Patents 

The IDS filed May 4, 2007 has been considered and made of record. The initialed copy of PTO-1449 is attached. Rejection based on 
the JP patent JP-1 1-309,542 by the Japanese patent office has been noted. The JP'542 patent teaches a sand coated with a coating. 
However, the coating of JP'542 does not comprise a thermoset resin as required in the instant claims. The coating of JP'542 is a 2- 
component binder comprising a first component of polystyrene or polyethylene glycol mixed with a second component of 
naphthalene and diphenyl carbonate. Naphthalene or diphenyl carbonate is an organic mateiral but not a resin or polymer. 
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